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o provide for the confarring of an award to be known as the T
United States Medal of Merit. i

Be it enactedmt_:_x::;xa Senate ard House «qiﬂ'mgepreqentatives of

’ B o TN N s s S £ AR

the United States of America in Cangress assembled,

1’ECLARATION OF PUVPOSE
SECTION 1. It is the purpose of the Congress, by providing

rublic recognition for outstanding agcomplishments in public
affairs, social betterment. science. health amd medicine, education,
letters, arts, law, engineering, agriculture, labor, industry, and
related fields, to foster thome cultura} qualities and innovations
essential to the development of a high civilization and conducive
to the maintenance of peace. which are of paramount importance to

humanity at all times.

UNITED STATES MEDAL OF WERIT
3ece. 2. There is hereby established the United States
Medal of Merit, with accompanying appurtenances and devices, for
award as hereinafter providad to perscns who have distinguished
themselves by outstanding accompliishmeats in the fields listed
in section 1.
UNITED STATES M3DAL OF MERIT BOARD
Sec. 3. {a) There is hereby est gblished a {inited States
Medal of Merit Board (hereinafter raferred to as the "Board") to be

composed of five members to be appointed by the President from
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among persong of recognized competencs in the fields listed in
section 1. Each member shall hoid office for a term of five years,
except that (1) any member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring
prior to the expiration of the term Tor wvhich his predecessar
wag appointed snall be appointad Ior the repainder of such term,
and {2) the terms of the members iirst toking oftfice shell expire
as follows: one shall expire wiih the ciose of the first
calendar year which begirs after the enactment of this Act; one
with the close of the second sucn calenaar year, one with the
closa of the third such calencar vear, one with the close of the
Tourth such calemdar yeur, ant one with the close of the fifth
such calendar year. as designated by the Fresident at the time
of appointment. The Fresident shall 1lvom time to time designate
2 member of the Board to serve a3 its chairman.

() The members of the Board, whiie attending meetings
of the Board, shali receive compengation at the rate of 50 per
diem, and shall bemid travel expenses, including per diem in
iien of subsistencs, as authorized by law (% U.5.C. 73b-2) for
persons in the Government service empioyed intermittently.

eI E] OF THE BOARD

3ac. L. {a) The Board shall, during December cf each
vear, recommeni to the rresident a list of citizens of the
United States who shall in the judgment of the Board have madeg the
most notable contributions, not necessarily in the year concerned,

in public affairs, social betterment; science, health and medicine,
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oducation, letters, arts, law, engineering, agriculture; labor,
infdustry, and relazed fields; to recelve ine United States Medal of
yerit. In considering potentiai candidates for awards, the Board

«hall weigh carefuily the relative merlis nf contributions in the
public interest ami weliare of great potential effect but not yet widely
acclaimed, as compared with contribtutions siready well known anc
appreciated.

(b) The Board is alsc authorized %o make recommendations to
+he President for she conferring oif tie inited States Medal of
yferit posthumously upon citizens o- tae United States in belated
recognition of outstanding accorplishiments during thelr iives.
rersons so honored posthumousty shard ilanciude only those deceaszd

during the previous twenty-ilve yeart.

() The Board is also avthorized to meke reconmendations
1o the resident, and to acoept sudi recomuendations from nim,
ror the conferring of the Unitexi Staies dedal of Merit upon noncitlizens
who in the estimation of tne Bourd i ve .gcnspicuously formarded
the puolic welfare in the sroader recklp oi international relations.

fa} No award of the vnited Ctaies Eedai of Merit shell be
aade except in accorcance with ine pacommendations of the Board.
411 transactions of the Board with raspect o the selection of
candidates for awards shall be corfivertial.

{e) The Board shall select the design of vhe United States
#edal of Merit and of accoempanying appurtenances and devices, and

the design of a parchment testimoniai o accompany the Bladal,
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and mway contraet for the cesigring and making of the Medal and the
testimonial in such ranner &3 1t aeens advigable.
LN A TTON OF HE FOARD

ec. S. (@)} The chief adpinistrative officer of the Board
shall be a Secretary vho snaii be apvointed by the Chairmsn with
“he approval of the Hoard. Tae Lecrstary ghall perforr such cduties
a6 may be directed by the Boarc. Tas Board is authorized to
appoint such technical, clerisil, and other assistanig amd Lo
make such expenditures, wathin the jimits of approprigtione available
therafor, as may ve necessary ior conducting its business.

b)) There s&re authorizec o Le appropristed such sums as

way be necessary 19 carry out thss adic

Ses. H. on Japuary Lol weach yrar, or as 3oon therealter
@i WAY De convenient, the Fresidanl shall, in a sultable ceremony,
confer personaily upon thode Ppersons recomnended to him by the
tioard the United Htates Madal or Merit and shail at the same

time present Lo each person ronooea  an eugicssed parcamefit
tastimonial recorcing the confercal of the award amd the
accompliehments o1 conirioutions for widen the award is made.

1n the case of & posthumuus awari; une medal and testimonial

<hall be presented to a repregencative of the deceased person

baing honored, to be designated oy tne Board.
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